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 A statue on the waterfront in downtown New London 
 depicts Pulitzer Prize playwright Eugene O’Neill 
 as a boy with pencil and pad in hand.  
 A pioneer who charted a fresh course for American theater, 
O’Neill is an outstanding example  
of our state’s new tourism theme 
 —  Still Revolutionary Connecticut — 
He is one of many Irish pace-setters, 
 ground-breakers and radicals who have enriched  
350 years of Connecticut history.  
This special issue of The Shanachie is dedicated 









Daughter of Scots-Irishman was first woman patentee 
Scots-Irish people who settled in eastern Connecticut in the 
late 1700s brought with them from Ireland skills in the art of 
weaving. The daughter of one of them went one step further 
and became the first American woman ever to receive a patent. 
Born in 1752 in South Killingly, Mary Dixon was the daughter 
of Ulster native John Dixon and his wife Janet Kennedy. 
In the late 1790s, the manufacture of straw bonnets was be-
gun in New England. In 1807, one of the earliest cotton yarn 
mills opened in Killingly. Two years later, Mary applied for a 
patent as the inventor of a “new improvement in weaving 
straw with silk or thread.” On May 5, 1809, her patent was 
issued and signed by President James Madison. First Lady 
Dolly Madison wrote a complimentary note to Mary. 
Two samples of the straw fabric covered by Dixon’s patent 
are in the collections of the Danielson Public Library. Mary 
Dixon Kies died in 1837 at the age of 85. In the 1960s, the 
Killingly Grange arranged for a marker over her grave in the 
Old South Killingly Cemetery. 
Source: Killingly Historical Society Journal, Vol. 7, 2005, 
online at www.killinglyhistory.org. 
NEW LONDON 
Eugene O’Neill transformed American drama 
The statue at dockside in New London, shown on this issue’s cover, depicts a young Eugene 
O’Neill recording his observations of the busy seaport in the city that more than any other place 
was his hometown. Those boyhood observations later became ingredients for the treasure trove 
of dramas that won O’Neill worldwide acclaim and added a new dimension to the American 
theater. In young manhood, O'Neill worked as a reporter for the New London Telegraph, and 
some of his plays include people and places reminiscent of New London. In addition to the stat-
ue on the waterfront, Monte Cristo Cottage, the home where the O’Neill family spent its sum-
mers, and the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center in Waterford, are reminders in the southeastern  
Connecticut region of the state’s great Irish playwright. 
Source: John Patrick Diggins, Eugene O’Neill’s America, Desire Under Democracy. 
REDDING—HARTFORD  
Mark Twain: Irish blood and beloved Irish servants 
  Mark Twain had two homes in Connecticut, the well-known Nook Farm house in Hartford 
and the less famous Stormfield in Redding. He built Stormfield and moved into it in 1908, just 
two years before he died. Twain left a wonderful legacy to Redding by donating 3,000 of his 
books to start the town’s public library which is named in his honor. Wherever Twain was, there 
was an Irish presence for he had Irish roots both through a great-great grandfather Stephen Gog-
gin from Queens County, modern day County Laois, on his father’s side, and a great-great 
grandfather Abner Casey from County Tyrone on his mother’s side. In addition, two of his fa-
vorite servants in his Hartford home were his coachman Patrick McAleer, a native of County 
Tyrone, and Katy Leary, his maid, the daughter of Irish immigrants. Leary was, besides Twain’s 
wife Livy, the only person allowed to get near the desk where he wrote.  
Sources: Samuel Charles Webster, Mark Twain, Business Man; Margaret Sanborn, Mark Twain, 






Catherine Flanagan, one of seven 
children of Hartford Irish immigrants, 
was instrumental in bringing to a suc-
cessful conclusion a half century of 
agitation to give American women the 
right to vote. 
As remarkable as any of the well-
known Connecticut suffragists, Flana-
gan is scarcely even mentioned, much 
less given her share of credit, for that 
great civil rights victory. The picture 
at right shows her, in a white dress, 
picketing the White House in August 
1917 in what has been described by 
one historian as “one of the most dra-
matic episodes of civil disobedience in American history.” 
Flanagan went to Washington on her vacation that year to 
join the demonstrators. The government described them as 
unpatriotic because the nation was at war. Some observers 
thought it strange that the United States was fighting Germa-
ny with the slogan “to make the world safe for democracy,” 
while at home denying women the right to vote. On Aug. 16, 
Flanagan and five others were arrested and found guilty of 
disrupting traffic. They were sentenced to a month in jail. 
Her dedication to the cause as strong as 
ever, Flanagan returned to Hartford and 
doubled her efforts in her work as secre-
tary at the state headquarters of the 
Connecticut Women’s Suffrage Associ-
ation. 
  In 1918, she traveled to Montana to 
campaign for Jeanette Rankin, the first 
woman elected to Congress.  
When Congress approved the 19th 
amendment in June 1919, Flanagan 
went on the road to Delaware, West 
Virginia, Vermont and Tennessee or-
ganizing support for state ratification of 
the amendment that gave women full 
voting rights. After a bitter struggle, the latter state became 
the 36th to ratify the amendment in August 1920. 
On Sept. 19 that year, Connecticut’s General Assembly 
finally approved the amendment. Secretary of the State Fred-
erick Perry signed a certified copy of the state’s ratification, 
and, as a measure of their esteem, state suffragist leaders 
chose Flanagan to have the honor of delivering the certifica-
tion to Washington.  
(Source: The Shanachie, Vol. XVIII, No. 1, 2006.)   
RIDGEFIELD 
Multi-ethnic minute men nipped at heels of British invaders 
Edward Maloy, an Irish immigrant, was among about 700 minute men who 
marched from New Haven in late April 1777 to do battle with a British inva-
sion force that had landed at Norwalk by boat. The redcoats marched to Dan-
bury, burned a Continental Army supply depot and pillaged the town. Maloy 
gave a brief but poignant account of what came to be known as the Battle of 
Ridgefield. He described how the patriot militia deployed to harass the Brit-
ish on their march back to Norwalk. The redcoats escaped aboard their boats, 
he said, adding that before they got away, he along with a comrade named 
Ebenezer Peck and an unnamed African-American patriot “got behind a 
stone wall and we peppered them nicely.” Maloy had come to New Haven 
about 1740 as an indentured servant. He learned the trade of cooper, or barrel 
maker, and having completed his indenture prospered as a merchant.   
Source: New Haven Register, April 26, 1877. 
 
HARTFORD 
Irish suffragist heroine did much, got little recognition   
 
  Catherine Flanagan, in white dress 
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Growing up in New York City in the early 1900s, Mar-
garet Fogarty was taught all about baking by her Irish 
grandmother. After graduating from high school in Flush-
ing, N.Y., Margaret went to work as a bookkeeper in a 
stock brokerage, McClure Jones & Co. In 1923, she mar-
ried Henry Rudkin, a partner in the brokerage. Their part-
nership flourished with three sons, Henry Jr., William and 
Mark, and with the acquisition of a 125-acre farm in Fair-
field.  The Rudkins named the real estate Pepperidge Farm 
in honor of its pepperidge trees.  
The Great Depression and severe allergies suffered by 
her son Mark greatly changed the Rudkins’ lives. Margaret  
earned money by selling apples grown on the farm. And as 
a partial remedy to her son’s maladies, she baked him 
whole wheat bread using her grandmother’s recipe. The 
bread eased Mark’s symptoms and his allergist asked Mar-
garet to bake loaves of it for other patients.  
In 1937, Margaret began selling the bread under the 
name Pepperidge Farm and her small bakery soon outgrew 
her kitchen and was moved to an abandoned farm building 
where it continued to outpace the demand for her home-
made whole wheat bread. 
In 1947, the Rudkins built a state-of-the-art bakery in 
Norwalk. Amid the most 
modern equipment, Margaret 
Rudkin insisted that employ-
ees still knead the dough as 
she had done for years. New 
products were added, but the 
company’s signature product 
remained bread baked from 
the recipe of an Irish grand-
mother. 
  In 1961, the Pepperidge 
Farm bakery was sold to the 
Campbell Soup Company with the stipulation that Marga-
ret would become the first woman to serve on Campbell’s 
board of directors. Freed from managerial responsibilities, 
Margaret wrote a book: The Margaret Rudkin Pepperidge 
Farm Cookbook. 
 Published in 1963, it contained her favorite recipes as 
well as her memoirs. And, it became the first cookbook to 
make the bestseller list of The New York Times. Margaret 
retired in 1966 and died in June 1967, a victim of cancer. 
Sources: Encyclopedia of World Biography; The Marga-
ret Rudkin Pepperidge Farm Cookbook.     
FAIRFIELD-NORWALK 
Irish grandmother’s recipe revolutionized bread baking  
 
Margaret Fogarty Rudkin 
A native of Tullamore, County Offaly, 
was probably the first Connecticut re-
cruit in the Civil War. At a mass meet-
ing in West Winsted on Sunday, April 
13, the day after Fort Sumter was sur-
rendered to South Carolina rebels, 
Samuel Horne, just 17 years old, was 
the first to come forward to enlist in 
state regiments being raised to quell 
the rebellion. Horne, wrote the state’s 
foremost Civil War historian, William A. Croffut, “was 
quite small of his age, and would have been rejected had it 
not been for his importunity. He served faithfully during the 
three-months’ service; reenlisted and bore a musket as pri-
vate for 18 months; and was then promoted to a captaincy. 
He was in 25 battles, was wounded three times, and served 
at the close of the war as provost-marshal of the 18th Army 
Corps.” 
On Sept. 29, 1864, in the assault on Fort Harrison, Va., 
Horne, although still recovering from wounds suffered at 
the battle of Cold Harbor, was sent to deliver a message to 
the advancing Union troops. As he galloped across the bat-
tlefield, his horse was killed and fell upon Horne cracking 
his ribs, injuring him internally and pinning him to the 
ground. Horne managed to free himself and to deliver the 
message on foot. He was awarded the Medal of Honor. 
Source:  William A. Croffut, The Military and Civil History 
of Connecticut During the War of 1861-65. 
GOSHEN 




In the village of Stonington stands 
an old saltbox house identified by a 
sign with the inscription: “Capt. Ed-
mund Fanning, Birthplace, In the 
Betsy — First to fly the U.S. Flag 
around the World in 1797-98.” 
Therein lies a story of a very early 
Irish immigrant and his legacy to Con-
necticut. The Edmund Fanning spoken 
of in the sign is a descendant of  an Irishman of the same 
name who came to Connecticut in the wake of the Crom-
wellian revolution in Ireland. According to family tradition, 
the first Edmund Fanning was a native of Kilkenny. When 
Oliver Cromwell conquered Ireland in 1650, Fanning and 
his wife Ellen were shipped to New England as indentured 
servants. Gov. John Winthrop Jr. was said to have rescued 
them from servitude and settled them on Fishers Island.  
The Fannings prospered. Edmund became one of the 13 
first proprietors of Stonington. He and his wife had a 
daughter Margaret, and five sons: Edmund, born in Ireland, 
Thomas, William, James and John. They accumulated  con-
siderable land in Stonington and Groton. A family cemetery  
on Lantern Hill Road in Ledyard, 
contains the gravestones of some of 
the earliest Fannings.    
  Edmund and Ellen were also the 
progenitors of a long line of seafar-
ers. The house in the picture was the 
birthplace of a much later Edmund 
Fanning who achieved fame as an 
explorer and a promoter of the China 
trade. During the voyage of the Betsy, Fanning discovered 
three South Pacific islands: Fanning, Washington and Pal-
myra, collectively known as the Fanning Islands.  
During the Revolutionary War, Nathaniel Fanning of 
Stonington served as a midshipman on the Bonhomme 
Richard captained by John Paul Jones. During the battle 
with the British frigate Serapis, Fanning led a boarding par-
ty which assaulted the British crew with hand grenades and 
mortars. Jones commended Fanning as “one cause among 
the prominent in obtaining the victory.” 
Sources: Henry M. Rogers, “Edmund Fanning: From Lim-
erick, Ireland, to Stonington, Connecticut,” Connecticut 
History, Fall 2001. 
STONINGTON 
From colonial refugee came line of Yankee sea captains 
About 1740, a young Scots-Irishman named Edward Pat-
tison emigrated from County Tyrone to Connecticut, arriv-
ing, according to family tradition, with just 16 cents in his 
pocket. In what is today the town of Berlin, Pattison estab-
lished the first tinsmith shop in the American colonies.  
He cut tin imported from England and beat it into shapes 
with wooden mallets on wooden patterns. Then, he became 
the prototype of the famed Yankee peddler: “After carefully 
cleaning his wares so they glittered, he would load up two 
large baskets, sling them from his shoulders and, traveling 
on foot, canvass his neighbors … When the immediate 
neighborhood was saturated, (he) traveled on horseback so 
as to extend his territory.” 
Emma Hart Willard, a native of Berlin wrote some lines 
about Pattison in her poem “Bride-Stealing”: 
“Oh, what’s that lordly dish so rare, 
“that glitters forth in splendor glare? 
“Tell us, Miss Norton, is it silver? 
“Is it from China or Brazil, or __ ? 
“Then all together on they run. 
“Quoth the good dame, ‘Tis a tin pan, 
“the first made in the colony, 
“The maker, Pattison’s jest by 
“from Ireland in the last ship o’er. 
“You all can buy. He’ll soon make more.’”  
Pattison died in  1787 at the age of 66, and is buried in the 
Maple Hill Cemetery in Berlin. 
Sources: Catharine Melinda North, History of Berlin, Con-
necticut. Pattison grave, Ancestry.com 
BERLIN 




     Women’s textile mill strike attracted national attention  
When 21-year-old Katie Sullivan led 70 women 
textile workers out on strike at the Paugasset 
Mills in Derby in March 1901, it took the in-
tervention of Samuel Gompers, president of 
the American Federation of Labor, to settle 
the dispute. The issues that brought the fa-
mous union leader to Derby had simmered for 
some time. The final straw was when the A.H. 
and C.B. Alling Company unilaterally cut the 
wages of the women in the finishing department. 
The strike went on for nine weeks. In early May, the situ-
ation turned nasty. Alling hired out-of-town strike breakers, 
and the striking women called for street demonstrations. 
Rocks and eggs were thrown at the new employees as they 
were escorted in and out of the mill. 
 Gompers arrived in Derby on Friday, May 10. 
That evening and all the next day he met 
with the striking women, company repre-
sentatives, community leaders and the mill 
owner. On Saturday evening, before a 
standing-room-only crowd at the Sterling 
Opera House, he was able to announce that 
an agreement had been reached. The female 
strikers, he said, would return to work Monday 
morning. “The honor and interests of the girls have 
been maintained,” he said, “and they were highly gratified 
with the result and that everyone of the striking girls would 
return to her position.” 
Sources: Bridgeport Herald, May 12, 1901. Ansonia Senti-
nel, May 7-13, 1901. 
NEW LONDON-BRIDGEPORT-PUTNAM 
  Three governors who broke new ground 
 Connecticut’s Irish have always taken  
to politics enthusiastically. So enthusi-
astically, in fact, as to create the fear 
of a dangerous revolution among 
some Nutmeggers.   
  In April 1856, the Hartford Courant 
predicted that a virtual Armageddon 
could be expected from allowing Irish 
Catholics to vote.  “Governed by dem-
agogues!” warned the Courant. “Such 
is to be the fate of the cities of Con-
necticut … Connecticut will no longer 
be the Land of Steady Habits. The 
coarsest and most brutalizing passions 
will reign supreme, and drunkenness 
and riot fill the streets … Irish Roman 
Catholics will soon be found in all our 
minor offices, and like the Irish police 
in New York, allow their countrymen 
the fullest liberty and never check 
them from crime.” 
 The Irish newcomers did work their 
way into all minor — and major — 
offices, but with much less harm than 
feared. Among the legion of Irish pub-
lic servants were three governors 
whose elections were milestones in 
Connecticut politics: 
Thomas M. Waller — of New Lon-
don became the state’s first Irish gov-
ernor. Born in 1839 in New York City 
of Irish parents, Waller was orphaned 
at an early age. He became a sailor 
and after several voyages ended up in 
New London where he was adopted 
by Robert Waller, a New London law-
yer. Thomas became a lawyer himself, 
and served as mayor of New London 
and speaker of the state House of Rep-
resentatives before being elected gov-
ernor in 1883. 
 Robert A. Hurley — of Bridgeport 
became Connecticut’s first Catholic 
governor. Born in 1895, he served in 
the Navy in World War I, played pro-
fessional football and was in the con-
struction business with his father. He 
was appointed the state’s first public 
works commissioner in 1937 and was 
elected governor in 1940. He was an 
advocate of war preparation and 
served as Connecticut’s wartime gov-
ernor until 1943. 
John N. Dempsey — Born in 1915 
in Cahir, County Tipperary, Dempsey 
was Connecticut’s first foreign-born 
governor since colonial times. He im-
migrated with his family in 1925 and 
worked in the textile industry in Put-
nam. He was mayor of Putnam, a state 
legislator, and lieutenant governor. He 
served as governor from 1961 to 1971. 
He was known for his advocacy of 
clean air and water protection.   
Sources: Hartford Courant, April 18, 
1856. “Governors of Connecticut” 
digital collections, Connecticut State 
Library. New York Times, July 17, 
1989. 
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In 1700, the Connecticut General Assembly set aside a 
large tract north of Stonington for volunteers who had served 
in the colony’s Indian wars. The town was incorporated in 
1721 as Voluntown and an effort begun to find a Congrega-
tional minister for the parish.  
One prospect was the Rev. Samuel Dorrance, an immigrant 
from northern Ireland, a graduate of Glasgow University and 
a preacher licensed by both Scottish and Irish ministerial 
associations. Dorrance preached in Voluntown on a trial ba-
sis, and 30 residents at a town meeting agreed to invite him 
to settle there as pastor.  
All was in readiness for his installation in October 1723, 
when suddenly a number of residents threw a monkey 
wrench into the proceedings by petitioning the Connecticut  
General Assembly to call off the invitation.  
The petitioners declared that they wanted “one of our New 
England people ... settled in Voluntown to preach the gospel 
to us …” The Rev. Dorrance, they said, did not meet that 
requirement, “because he is a stranger and we are informed 
that he came out of Ireland and we do observe that since he 
has been in town that the Irish do flock into town and we are 
informed that the Irish are not wholesome inhabitants  …”  
The petition triggered “great clamor and confusion.” One 
group of ministers suggested that Dorrance continue to 
preach in Voluntown, but that efforts be renewed to find a 
more appropriate pastor. Another group backed the original 
decision in favor of Dorrance. Connecticut Gov. Gurdon 
Saltonstall supported Dorrance.   
Eventually, the ordination went forward. Dorrance proved 
to be a keeper. He married a local girl, Elizabeth Smith, and 
remained 48 years, retiring from his ministry in 1771 and 
dying at the age of 90 in Voluntown in 1775. And, the Scots-
Irish did continue to flock into Voluntown: two of the clergy-
man’s brothers, John and George Dorrance, families of 
Campbells, Rogers, Dixons, Kegwins, Kassons, Hopkins and 
Gordons, a veritable colony of Irish in early southeastern 
Connecticut — and quite wholesome inhabitants after all.   
Sources: Ellen D. Larned, History of Windham County, Con-
necticut, Vol I. New England Historical and Genealogical 
Society, Vol. 32, Vol. 43.     
VOLUNTOWN 
Early Scots-Irish clergyman ruffled some feathers   
WINDSOR LOCKS 
Pioneer priest buried at St. Mary’s Church 
A Celtic cross outside the entrance to the oldest extant Catholic church in Connecticut 
— St. Mary’s in Windsor Locks — marks the grave of one of Connecticut’s much-
traveled early Catholic priests. Born in Ireland, Father James Smyth was ordained in Oc-
tober 1835 and appointed pastor of Christ Church in New Haven in 1837, one of just two 
priests who ministered to Catholics throughout the state. His “parish” included upwards 
of 500 adults and their families scattered about the western half of Connecticut. While 
some early missionaries used the stagecoaches, Smyth traveled “on a large sorrel horse 
that was about as well known as the priest himself.” His steed took him to Bridgeport, 
Norwalk, Derby, New Milford, Waterbury, Newtown, Meriden and other towns. He said 
Mass in private homes, in the basement of stores, in an upstairs room of the Brick Tavern 
in Rockville and, appropriately in an old barn in Meriden on Christmas Day. He is credit-
ed with construction of the first Catholic church built in Connecticut, St. James in 
Bridgeport. In the 1840s, he was transferred to Hartford and in June 1852 he became the 
first permanent pastor at Windsor Locks. From there, he ministered in Thompsonville, 
Willimantic, Unionville and Windsor. 
He died at Windsor Locks in 1874 at the age of 87.    
Sources: Michael Danyluk, St. Mary’s Church, Rededication. Rev. James H. O’Donnell, 
“Diocese of Hartford,” in History of the Catholic Church in the New England States. 
Father Smyth’s gravestone 




Dodd Research Center 
The Thomas J. Dodd Research Center at  
the University of Connecticut is the re-
pository of a multitude of original source 
materials in the humanities and social 
sciences. The theme of the center is hu-
man rights in recognition of Sen. Thomas 
Dodd’s work as a senior prosecutor in the 
Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal after 
World War II. Born in Norwich in 1907, 
Dodd was the grandson of Irish immi-
grants and the father of U.S. Sen. Christo-
pher J. Dodd. 
 In addition to the papers of Thomas 
Dodd, the UConn center includes many 
collections of the papers of Irish people 
and Irish themes, including: 
 Children’s book author, artist and 
illustrator Tomie dePaola, a native of 
Meriden and of Italian and Irish de-
scent.  
 Mia Farrow, daughter of Maureen 
O’Hara, actress and activist on behalf 
of children suffering from violence 
because of political unrest in African 
countries.    
 John M. Bailey, National Democratic 
Party chairman during the admin-
istration of President John F. Kennedy.  
 Josephine A. Dolan, first professor of 
nursing at UConn.  
 John J. Driscoll,  a native of Water-
bury and president of the Connecticut 
State Labor Council, AFL-CIO. 
 Louise Gaffney Flannigan of New 
Haven, sister and wife of railroad 
brakemen and  author of poems about 
railroaders.  
 Bishop Joseph F. Donnelly, founder 
of the Diocesan Labor Institute to 
instruct workers in Catholic social 
philosophy and trade unionism. 
Born in County Wicklow in 1750, Matthew 
Lyon started his Horatio Alger-like American suc-
cess story in Connecticut. He landed as a redemp-
tioner in New York at the age of 15, his passage 
paid by a rich merchant, Jabez Bacon, whose red 
home and store still stand in Woodbury. After a 
year with Bacon, Lyon’s indenture was sold to 
Hugh Hannah of Litchfield for “a yoke of bulls.” 
Lyon saved enough money during his indenture 
to purchase 100 acres in Cornwall and to marry 
Mary Hosford, a niece of Ethan Allen of Green 
Mountain Boys fame. Moving to Vermont, Lyon served as second in command 
to Allen at the capture of Fort Ticonderoga in 1775. He is said to have found a 
group of Irish soldiers in the British garrison at the fort and convinced them to 
join the revolution against England.  
Lyon served in Vermont’s first government, and became the leading busi-
nessman in Fairhaven, VT., where he built a gristmill, sawmill, paper mill and 
two forges, and published a newspaper.  Elected to Congress from Vermont in 
1796, Lyon was involved in the first violence in the House of Representatives. 
When Rep. Roger Griswold of Connecticut made an insulting reference to him,  
Lyon spat in his face. A few days later, Griswold assaulted Lyon with a cane. 
The Ethics Committee recommended censure, but the House rejected it.  
Sources:  Aleine Austin, Matthew Lyon: New Man of the Democratic Revolu-
tion, 1794-1822,  
WOODBURY 
Patriot, politician, entrepreneur, agitator 
 
  Matthew Lyon 
WEST HARTFORD 
Nun pioneered early childhood education 
Long before most educators realized the importance of early childhood 
schooling, Sister Mary de Lourdes was proving its value in a revolutionary pro-
gram at St. Joseph’s College in West Hartford. When St. Joseph’s was founded 
in the 1930s, Sister Mary, daughter of James and Mary Barry of New Haven, 
was on the faculty of the education department. In 1936, she founded and di-
rected a program for pre-schooling at St. Joseph’s. Her School for Young Chil-
dren provided a flexible schedule of morning and afternoon as well as all-day 
sessions, and arrangements for students to attend every day or only several days 
a week. She was acclaimed for focusing attention on the opportunities offered 
to children through pre-school, and she was in demand nationwide as a speaker, 
even addressing several White House conferences of educators. Sister Mary 
also was instrumental in introducing into the teacher training curriculum educa-
tional programs at inner-city settlement houses and community centers.  
Source: Helen M. Sheldrick, editor, Pioneer Women Teachers of Connecticut. 
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NEW HAVEN 
Daring voyage plucked Fenian rebels from Australian prison 
A whaling ship is carved into the New 
Haven gravestone of James Reynolds, who 
never was a sailor. A native of County 
Cavan, Reynolds’ devotion to the cause of 
Irish freedom made possible the rescue of 
six Irish rebels from Australia in 1875-
1876.  
Reynolds mortgaged his home so Ameri-
can Fenians could buy an old whaling ship, 
the Catalpa, in New Bedford, Mass. After 
refitting, the Catalpa sailed into the Atlan-
tic Ocean on April 29, 1875, as if on a typ-
ical whaling voyage before setting course 
for Australia. Its captain was a New Bed-
ford man, George Anthony. Several Fenian 
agents were sent ahead to alert the prison-
ers of the rescue attempt.  
The Catalpa arrived off the coast of  
Western Australia in late March 1876. The 
prison was so remote that the rebels, ar-
rested in Dublin and sentenced to life imprisonment, were 
allowed outside the walls on work details. On April 18, 
Easter Monday, the prisoners — Robert Cranston, Thomas 
Darragh, Michael Harrington, Thomas Hassett, Martin Ho-
gan and James Wilson —  were whisked away in two car-
riages that sped to the beach where a 
whaleboat manned by Catalpa crewmen 
waited. Then began a race between the 
rescue rowboat and an armed police boat to 
reach the Catalpa, anchored just outside 
Australian territorial limits. The rowboat 
won by a sliver. To the police boat com-
mander’s demand that the prisoners be 
turned over, Capt. Anthony replied, “There 
are no prisoners on my ship, only free 
men.” He added that the Catalpa was out-
side Australian waters, and pointing to the 
Stars and Stripes flying atop his mast, he 
warned that to fire on  the Catalpa would 
be to attack an American ship on the high 
seas. The Australian vessel turned back and 
Anthony set sail for New York where the 
former prisoners were welcomed with an 
outpouring of Irish-American hospitality 
on Aug. 19, 1876. 
From that time on, Reynolds was known as “Catalpa 
Jim.” When he died in 1897, that nickname, his likeness 
and the likeness of the rescue ship were engraved on his 
stone by the Fenian brotherhood. 




Navy museum honors designer of first U.S. submarine 
John Holland, a science teacher and inventor born in County Clare, Ireland, has his own 
exhibit at the Submarine Force Museum in Groton. Fortunately for the U.S. Navy, Holland 
immigrated to America in 1873. He got a teaching job in Paterson, N.J., and continued to 
pursue his pastime of designing submersibles. One of his first actual submarines was built 
to aid Irish revolutionaries in their efforts to rid Ireland of English control. It was a one-
man ship known as the Fenian Ram. American Fenians planned to use the ram to sink Brit-
ish ships, but the plan never materialized and the sub was brought up to Connecticut where 
local Fenians took it out for trials in New Haven Harbor. The U.S. Navy learned of Hol-
land’s expertise and commissioned him to build its first submarine. Holland’s revolution-
ary ship, appropriately named the USS Holland, and designated SS-1, was commissioned 
at Newport, R.I., on Oct. 12, 1900.   




Fourth of July boycott ended harassment of Paddies  
The word “boycott” originated in Ireland in the 1880s when Irish peasants refused to have dealings with a ruthless land-
lord of that name. Before the word was even coined, however, a group of Irish railroad workers used the tactic on the 
Fourth of July in 1848. The Irishmen were digging the rail bed and laying the tracks for the New Haven and New London 
Railroad along the Long Island shore from New Haven to Stonington. Several hundred workers, some with wives and 
children, were quartered in shanties in a square formed by the junction of five streets in Fair Haven on the east side of the 
Quinnipiac River. Some residents were not pleased with the presence of the “Paddies,” and began to harass them, making 
it disagreeable during daylight and dangerous for the newcomers at night.  Before dawn on Independence Day, the labor 
camp was surrounded  by a mob which amused itself hurling stones at the shanties and making threats to harm the Irish. 
Led by a laborer named Jeremiah Sullivan, the Irish decided to fight back, not with stones, but with a boycott of Fair Ha-
ven merchants. Word was sent to town fathers that if the harassment did not end immediately, the workers would no 
longer purchase food and supplies in Fair Haven, but would travel as far as necessary to do their shopping. Before noon a 
committee of prominent citizens called at the work site and assured the Irish that if the workmen would reconsider their 
boycott, they would be protected. The laborers agreed and they were treated with consideration and respect in every town 
through which they passed during the railroad construction.      Source: New Haven Union, Jan. 20, 1890. 
Across from St. John’s Church 
on North Main Street in Mid-
dletown is a small  stone marker 
honoring an Irishman described 
by President Theodore Roosevelt 
as “the greatest figure in our naval 
history” up to the Civil War. The 
stone commemorates Commodore 
Thomas Macdonough’s defeat of 
a British fleet on Lake Champlain 
during the “second American Revolution,” the War of 
1812. Macdonough’s triumph ended British hopes of re-
gaining any territory lost to the United States in the Revolu-
tionary War.      
Born in Delaware in 1783, the grandson of James Mac-
donough who came to America from Dublin about 1700, 
Macdonough joined the Navy as a midshipman in 1800 and 
served in the West Indies and in the Mediterranean against 
the Barbary pirates. In 1806,  he came to Connecticut to 
oversee the construction of Navy gunboats at Middletown 
on the Connecticut River. There he fell in love with Lucy 
Ann Shaler, daughter of a prominent merchant.  
When the War of 1812 began Macdonough was named 
commandant of the Navy forces on Lake Champlain. Be-
fore taking up his assignment, he married his Middletown 
sweetheart. Their honeymoon 
was a trek through Connecti-
cut, Massachusetts and Ver-
mont to Burlington where he 
established his headquarters 
and she set up housekeeping. 
On Aug. 14, 1814, the British 
invaded New York along the 
western shore of Lake Cham-
plain with an army of 11,000 
troops. With only 4,000 troops available, the American 
commander, another Irishman, Gen. Alexander Macomb, 
relied on Macdonough’s squadron of four ships and 10 gun-
boats to stop the British. Macdonough blockaded the harbor 
at Plattsburgh and was attacked on Sept. 11, 1814, by a 
British squadron. The two small fleets slugged it out for 
more than two hours, Macdonough manning one of the 
guns on his flagship, the Saratoga. One by one, the British 
ships were crippled by American gunfire and surrendered.  
Congress ordered a medal struck commemorating Mac-
donough. When the war ended, the Macdonoughs returned 
to live in Middletown.  
Sources: American National Biography, Vol. 14. Benson 
Lossing, Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812. American 
Irish Historical Society Journal, Vol. 32, 1941.  
MIDDLETOWN 
Naval hero of  the ‘second American revolution’ 
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In 1908, Connecticut Irish-
man proposed a revolution-
ary answer for what ailed 
American college football. 
That year, public outrage 
over the violence on the grid-
iron grew so loud that  Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt summoned the top collegiate coaches in 
the nation to the White House and demanded that reforms be made 
in the game. Roosevelt need not have wasted his time for Connect-
icut’s Irishmen had what they thought was the perfect solution to 
the problem: substitute Gaelic football for American football. 
When the Gaelic Athletic Association of Connecticut met at Em-
mett Hall in New Haven just after Christmas 1909, delegates from 
Bridgeport, Hartford, New London, Ansonia, Wallingford, Meri-
den and New Britain as well as from five Gaelic football teams in 
New Haven, unveiled their plan.  
After the meeting, Walter Crawford Jr., a Hartford resident who 
was president of the association, told reporters that there were far 
fewer injuries in Gaelic football and that the association intended 
to introduce the Irish 
version in schools 
throughout the state. 
“The game is not half 
as rough as the Ameri-
can game of football,” 
said Crawford, “and it 
is much more scientific and better for the players. We know what 
we are talking about and we intend to play the game before the 
public and have them decide on its merits and see what they think 
of it.” 
Crawford was confident that after two of the best Irish teams in 
Connecticut toured the state and played before boards of education 
in all the major cities, Gaelic football would quickly be adopted. 
Needless to say, the confidence was premature. Weaning American 
sports fans from their beloved autumn sport was far beyond the 
ability of a few Irish enthusiasts. While Gaelic football continued 
to be popular among the state’s Irish, it never scored with follow-
ers of the American game. 
Source: New Haven Journal Courier, Dec. 27, 1909.  
Irish offered radical solution for gridiron violence 
WATERBURY 
Ted Williams proved no match for Joan Joyce  
Talk about revolutionary! Imagine 
Ted Williams shut down by a soft-
ball pitcher. Few major league hurl-
ers ever did it, but Joan Joyce, a 
Waterbury granddaughter of Irish 
emigrants, had no problem at all 
with Williams.  
A Waterbury sportswriter de-
scribed the Joyce vs. Williams 
matchup at  Municipal Stadium on 
Aug. 17, 1961: “Then up stepped 
Williams, the last .400 hitter in 
baseball and now a recent inductee into the Hall of Fame … 
Joyce threw two screamers. Ted missed them both. He took a 
ball, then fanned on the next pitch.” 
Striking out Williams was just a footnote to Joyce’s career. 
Joining the Stratford Raybestos Brakettes at the age of 16, 
she had a 21-year career compiling an incredible 494-32 
pitching record with 123 no-hitters and 37 perfect games. She 
struck out 5,677 batters in 3,397 innings. She led 12 national 
championship teams and was 
named an all-American 18 
times. Her slingshot delivery 
enabled her to throw a 116-
mile-per-hour fast ball, and 
she was an expert at mixing 
that with a tool kit of other 
pitches: risers, drops, knuck-
leballs and changeups. 
  In the 1970s, Joyce was 
instrumental in organizing the 
International Women’s Pro-
fessional Softball Association and was president and pitcher 
of the Connecticut Falcons who played in Meriden.  
Joyce was named softball head coach at Florida Atlantic 
University in 1994. Under her tutelage, the Owls won nine 
conference championships. 
Sources: Hartford Courant, Aug. 17, 1961. New York Times, 
Aug. 19, 1961. National Softball Hall of Fame biography. 
Waterbury Hall of Fame profile.  Florida Atlantic University 
website profile.  
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In 1839, Richard R. Madden, an Irish doctor, diplomat, writer 
and humanitarian, was an important witness in the Amistad civil 
rights drama. Madden was an arbitrator in slave cases in Cuba 
when the Amistad case unfolded with the mutiny on the schoon-
er of that name by Africans who had been sold into slavery. The 
Africans attempted to sail back to Africa, but instead wound up 
on the northern shore of Long Island. There they were captured, 
brought across the Sound and imprisoned in New London. The 
Spaniards who claimed to own the Africans filed suit to get 
them back. The trial took place in New Haven and hinged on 
whether the Africans had been recently smuggled illegally into 
Cuba or whether they were there before slavery was outlawed. 
Prompted by his hatred for slavery, Madden offered his ser-
vices to Lewis Tappan, one of the abolitionists defending the 
Africans. Madden and Tappan were an odd couple, wrote one 
historian: “Madden was Irish Catholic … a writer with numer-
ous books to his name, a judge who had handed down decisions 
in slave cases … Tappan was a deacon … a Yankee merchant 
with puritanical New England upbringing.”  
Madden’s testimony caused considerable excitement because 
it upheld the abolitionists argument that the Amistad blacks had 
been imported from Africa recently and sold in the Havana 
slave markets created exclusively for receiving and selling Ne-
groes in the illicit slave trade.  
“It was obvious that the testimony of this one small quiet man 
had created much sympathy for the Negroes,”  wrote one histo-
rian. 
Sources: William A. Owens, The Revolt on the Schooner 
Amistad; Howard Jones, Mutiny on the Amistad; Suzanne 
Jurmain, Freedom’s Sons. 
Irishman’s testimony helped free Amistad captives 
